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the non-violent strength of the brave to fight anarchy
and aggression, let us say so and reduce ourselves to a
small minority hoping to develop non-violence of the
strong in the days to come."

The Working Committee did some fierce thinking for
days. Those were the days of heart-searching for them.
The logic of Gandhiji's propositions was invincible, but
could they go with those propositions to the people? Were
they so thoroughly saturated themselves with the spirit of
non-violence of the brave to be able to carry conviction
to the people? Gandhiji even drafted a resolution for them.
But fain as they would have it, sorely as they felt the wrench
of having to do without his leadership and his advice, they
could not be untrue to themselves. "We feel we could
not accept^your position with our mind and heart and
soul, and \vb feel we should not entangle you/3 they said
to him in effect. "And if that is so, why should we. accept
an untenable position merely to retain your connection?
It would be a fraud on ourselves and others."

But if they could not be untrue to themselves, neither
could Gandhiji be untrue to himself. He said to them:
"I must be left free for my self-expression. I must be free
to pursue my search, and I know you will believe me when
I say that I go only to be of more effective service to the
Congress, to you and the nation. Of course I shall be
available when you want me. But I can no longer identify
myself with the direction of your policy and programme.
You will, therefore, try your best to do without me and
have your meetings in fhture not in Wardha but elsewhere.'*
It was said of old by a Teacher to his disciples: "Ye
are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its savour,
wherewith shall it be salted?" Had those who for us have
been "the salt of the earth" lost their savour? One cannot
say. But there were these words also uttered of old: "Ye
are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid." And they may yet be those lights. In the mean-
while Gandhiji waits and prays in silence. "I should work
single-handed in implicit faith that what I fail to make
clear to my countrymen today shall be clear to them some
day of itself or, if God wills it, through some apt word